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'  WORK  HORSE  NUM3ERS.  FOR  1943  and  1949 
Work  Stock  in  European  and  Other  Specified  Countries 

World  horse  numbers  in'  1949,  according  to  the  latest  available  data, 
are  estimated  at  76  million  head  on  the  basis  of  information  available  to 
the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,    This  is  a  slight  increase 
from  a  year  earlier  and  21  percent  below  the  1934-33  prewar  average. 
Generally,  horse  numbers  increased  moderately  in  most  of  the  war-devastated 
countries  of  the  world  and-  minor  increases  also  occurred  in  the  Near  East 
and  the  Far  East,    Decreases,  on  the  other  hand,  occurred  in  the  more 
agriculturally  developed  countries7 of  the  world,  primarily  because  of  the 
greater  farm  mechanization. 


Horses:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continents, 
average  1934-38.  annual  1948-49. 
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The  increase  in  horse  numbers  in  Eastern  and  Central  Europe,  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  Near  and  Far  East,  and  South  America  more  than  offset  the  decline 
which  occurred  in  North  America  and  western,  northern  and  southern  Europe. 
The  increases  occurred  mostly  in  areas  of  deficit  draft  power.    In  some 
countries,  the  lack  of  tractors,  tractor  parts  for  replacement  and  fuel, 
and  the  shortage  of  dollar  exchange  for  purchase  of  these  items  also  have 
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contributed  to  the  increase.    Exports  from  surplus  countries  have  aided 
significantly  in  increasing  numbers  in  some  of  these  countries. 

Horse  numbers  decreased  chiefly  in  some  of  the  North  American  and 
western,  northern  and  southern  European  countries,  as  well  as  the  Union  of 
South  Africa  and  Oceania  (Australia  and  New  Zealand),  primarily  because  of 
increased  use  of  tractors  on  farms.    Some  decrease  can  be  attributed  to  the 
increased  rate  of  slaughter  for  human  consumption.    Conservation  of  in- 
digenous and  imported  feed  for  livestock  other  than  horses  has  been  another 
factor  in  the  decline,  particularly  in  western  and  northern  and  possibly 
southern  Europe. 

In  Europe,  horse  numbers  in  Austria,  Bulgaria,  Belgium,  Denmark, 
Nethcrlrads  and  Norway  continue  to  exceed  prewar  levels.    France,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  not  recovered  from  war  and  requisitioning  losses.    Increased  mechan- 
ization and  conservation  of  feed  supplies  preclude  the  return  of  numbers  to 
prewar  levels  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Ireland,  and  Sweden.    Most  of  the  other 
European  countries  are  well  below  prewar.    The  Soviet  Union,  apparently,  con- 
tinues to  be  considerably  below  the  1934-3&  level. 

Some  increases  in  horse  numbers  over  prewar  occurred  in  the  Middle  East, 
particularly  in  Turkey,  Iran,  and  Iraq,  and  in  the  Far  East  some  recovery 
has  occurred  in  India,  Japan  and  the  Philippines.    In  Africa,  the  Union  of 
South  Africa  continues  its  postwar  decline,  while  French  West  Africa,  Ethiopia 
and  Algeria,  principally,  exceed  their  1934-3S  prewar  level. 

While  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  horse  numbers  continue  t  heir 
decline,  Mexico  appears  to  be  the  principal  country  in  North  America  to  in- 
crease its  numbers.    Amongst  the  South  American  countries,  Argentina,  Chile 
and  Uruguay  show  a  decline  in  numbers  for  the  postwar  period,  but  numbers  in 
Brazil,  Colombia  and  Paraguay,  chiefly,  exceed  their  1934-38  prewar  level. 
In  Oceania,  both  Australia  and  New  Zealand  continue  their  postwar  decline 
and  like  the  United  States  and  Canada  are  considerably  below  their  prewar 
levels . 

It  is  probable  that  the  total  horse  numbers  in  the  world  will  not  rise 
materially  above  the  1948  numbers,  while  numbers  in  mechanized  and  semi- 
mechanized  areas  are  likely  to  continue  downward.    On  the  other  hand,  it  can 
be  expected  that. numbers  in  the  Soviet  Union,  eastern  Europe,  Asia,  and  some 
of  the  African  countries  v/ill  continue  upward.    (See  table  and  maps.) 

Work  Stock  Numbers 

In  the  tabulation  on  work  stock  numbers,  an  effort  has  been  made  to 
list  the  types  and  numbers  of  animals  used  fcr  draft  purposes  in  specified 
countries.    Although  the  information  in  some  instances  is  fragmentary,  it 


does  give  some  general  idea  of  numbers  and  in  some  countries  an  indication 
of  the  trend.    War-devastated  countries,  countries  with  small  farms  and 
some  of  the  lesser  developed  countries  of  the  world  are  primarily  dependent 
on  whatever  animal  draft  power  is  available  in  their  respective  areas.  Some 
countries  have  become  more  dependent  on  animal  draft  power  because  of  lack 
of  foreign  exchange  for  the  purchase  of  tractors  or  replacement  of  worn-out 
tractor  parts. 

While  work  horse  numbers  (horses  3  years  old  and  over)  in  some  of  the 
war-devastated  areas  of  Europe  have  reached  or  exceeded  prewar  levels,  such 
countries  as  Greece,  Hungary,  Poland  and  Yugoslavia  are  still  considerably 
below  their  prewar  levels.    The  United  Kingdom,  Sweden  and  others,  although 
under  prewar,  are  likely  to  remain  below  due  to  increased  mechanization  in 
those  countries.    Other  types  of  draft  animals,  particularly  mules  and  asses, 
and  water  buffaloes,  have  shown  a  slower  degree  of  recovery  and  generally 
are  further  below  prewar  numbers  than  horses.    On  the  basis  of  present 
statistical  data,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  the  number  of  oxen  and  work 
cows  actually  used  for  draft  purposes  in  Europe  or anywhere  else. 

The  increase  which  occurred  in  work  horse  numbers,  particularly  in  the 
war-devastated  countries  of  Europe,  is  not  due  entirely  to  a  large  number 
of  horses  being  produced  in  those  areas,  but  to  a  considerable  extent  to 
importations  from  surplus  horse-producing  countries.    Some  of  the  countries 
that  are  deficient  in  work  horses  are  likely  to  continue  the  importation  of 
draft  animals  to  supplement  their  present  draft  power. 

Work  horse  numbers  in  the  Middle  East,  in  most  instance's,  exceed  their 
prewar  level,  but  numbers  in  the  Far  East,  according  to  the  limited  data 
available,  arc  still  considerably  below.    Water  buffaloes  used  as  work  stock 
in  the  Middle  East  also  exceed  prewar,  while  in  the  Far  East,  except  Ceylon, 
numbers  are  considerably  below.    In  the  Soviet  Union,  work  horses  are  con- 
siderably below  prewar,  but  mules  and  asses  are  believed  to  be  near  their 
prewar  numbers. 

In  South  America,  work  horse  numbers  in  Brazil,  Colombia,  and  Chile  are 
now  above  the  prewar  level  and  the  numbers  of  mules  and  asses  in  Bolivia 
and  Paraguay  also  exceed  prewar.    Work  horse  numbers  in  Australia,  New 
Zealand  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa  have  shown  a  continuing  decline  and 
are  considerably  below  their  prewar  averages.    Mechanization  in  these 
countries  in  all  probability  will  hold  numbers  below  their  prewar  average. 
(See  table  on  Work  Stock  Numbers.) 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  livestock 
statistics,  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this  report  the  committee 
was  composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman;  Elmer  A.  Reese,  Hazel  B#  Kefauver, 
Mary  E,  Long  and  C.S.  Stephanides. 


HORSES:    Number  in  specified  countries 
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1/  End  of  year  estimates  (October  to  December)  included  under  following  year  for  comparisons  and  totals. 
Tlius,  for  Austria  the  December  3,  1945  estimate  of  264,000  is  shown  under  1946o    2/  Preliminary, 
jj/  Average  of  I93O  and  1940  censuses.    4/  Census,  July  1,  1946.    5/  Jferch.    6/  Census  or  estimate  for 
single  year.    7/  Includes  Southern  Dobrudja  in  postwar  years.  8/^ Present  territory.    9/  Average  for 
2  to  4  years  only.    10/  September.    11/    Totals  for  4  zones  of  occupation.    12/  Average"  for  years 
1930-39.    13/  Census~T2ay  10-12,  19477"  11+/  Data  include  only  number  taxed. 


Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    Prepared  or  estimated  from  official  statistics,  U.S.  Foreign 
Service  reports,  and  other  information.    Data  relate  to  prewar  boundaries,  unless  otherwise  noted. 
Totals  include  estimates  for  countries  for  which  official  statistics  are  unavailable* 
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